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-= Robotropolis, Mobius =- 

... "Unit A, do you hear me? We're inside and waiting for you, so don't sleep and enter the building!" told Sally to Fargus via the communicator.

 "Okay, princess we're on our way" blue hedgehog replied and closed the device. He was on the street of Robortropolis with Ella, they two were Unit A on this mission to destroy some 'strange thing' in Research complex of Roboropolis (it was 'strange' be repert of Uncle Chuck).

 "Time to do our part, Ella. Let's go." They entered the building and sneaked to the security control room to shut it down. 

Fargus and Ella successfully passed through few SWATbots and were almost on place. Fargus whispered "Get ready, Ella. We're on the point and..." he stopped in mid-sentence, looking at entrance to control room - the faint yellow glow emanated from there.

 "What is it, Ella?!"

 "I don't know,I can't tell what the light is" Ella said,looking at Fargus "Let's see it closer then." said Fargus with strange look. 

The walked to the very entrance. As they came closer and closer, light was becoming brighter and brighter. This thing reminded Fargus something, but he couldn't remember what. They entered the room and gasped seeing an oval hole in the air which strangely reminded Fargus... 

"A PORTAL! Like one..." he didn't finished his words as portal moved closer to them feeling a living beings and they fell into it. All went black... 

-= Not far from outskirts of Houston, USA, Earth. Next day, ~19:30 =- 

Fargus groaned... His brains were almost literally pulsating, he felt it - he had a terrible headache. He asked not opening his eyes 

"What's happened, people? I remember a..." He opened his eyes instantly remembering the happenings of previous day. Fargus looked around - he was lying on the grass in the field, there was also a road in a few hundred meters, a road sign, a...

 "ROAD SIGN?!" Fargus jumped on his feet "And it says that..." 

*** Houston - 17 miles *** 

"HOUSTON?!" he shouted. "It means that I am on... EARTH?!" 

"Whoa,what happened?"Ella said as she came to,she looked around her surroundings and they were too unfimiliar to her 

"Where are we?" Ella asked Almost trembling Fargus turned to Ella

 "We're on Earth. It is where I came from; I was human here. But wait... Shouldn't you have changed into human like I have became hedgehog after arrving at Mobius? You're still partially roboticized rabbit as if we are still on Mobius." 

Ella looked at Fargus with a strange look on her face "I hate to say this, but I'm not the only one who's still the same, you're still a hedgehog, Fargus" Ella concluded "WHAAAT?" yelled Fargus and observed himself. Ella's words were truth - he didn't turned back into human form. He remained blue hedgehog. 

"I don't understand. That portal looked exactly like the one which transported me tp Mobius and should have worked on the same scheme. I don't understand!"

 "Isn't being a hedgehog a good thing?" Ella asked,she shook her head and stood up then helped Fargus to his feet

 "So this is your 'Earth' you told me about, it looks like Mobius only with more overlanders, yes?" Ella started to get the feeling that once they were discovered it could be the end for the two "There's gotta be some way to get back home" Ella said. 

"There must be a way, I am sure of it. But you see... Humans will be... Let's say surprised, seeing a hedgehog and a rabbit, talking, walking on two feet, etc. And I won't be surprised if they will report to police... And further it will go to FBI, CIA and other special services which I am too afraid to even mention aloud."

 Fargus took a deep breath, feeling like being a fugitive "So the first thing we should do is to find a hideout. And kind of hideout... Let's sneak to the city Houston. by the night we will be there." 

Ella nodded" Okay,you lead since you know your way around here"Ella said as she followed him 

"I just hope no one finds us out here" Ella said with a worried tone in her voice 

"I should tell you one thing, Ella. I lived in Houston before I travelled to your world and I knew a professor, friend of family, who specializes in physics. I hope he will understand the situation... I think we should go there." Fargus said only hoping that professor won't fall unconscious, seeing them...

 -= Houston, 2:30 am, Near house of Pr. Friedman =- 

Fargus and Ella successfully made their way to house of professor Friedman, which worked in NASA and supervised the top secret project 'Transwarp'. After tiring day, he returned to his house and went to sleep. In garden Fargus told Ella

 "I only hope that his nerves are normal... And how mine are not torn apart too... I still wonder how we managed to pass near that policeman - luckily he looked in another side." Fargus smiled "Okay, let's enter." He walked to the door only to find that it is locked.

 "Okay now how do you suppose we get inside now, smart guy there's no other way inside" Ella said to Fargus as she leaned against the brick wall. 

"Don't bury us so quickly. Ol' Prof usually hides reserve key between two bricks in this wall. It often happens that he forgets a key at lab, so..."

 Fargus took out the key "Bingo! It is here. Now we should enter." 

With a loud 'click' door opened and two furry sillouettes entered the house of professor Friedman... Walking through the house, Fargus shuddered imaging the face of Prof, when he sees him... And Ella. He turned to rabbit 

"I think you won't mind if we clear Prof's kitchen before? I don't know how you, but I am terribly hungry. He won't mind it..." 

"Sure,I've gotten a bit hungry since we had that long walk here"Ella said and entered the kitchen with him,she started to raid the refrigerator and found some carrots as well as some other food...

 ... Hearing sounds in the house, Professor William Friedman wok up. His first thought was about a TV, but he saw it turned off. 

Then he thought about noise from street, but it still wasn't it. 

~Thiefs!~ blazed in William's mind as he stood up and walked to kitchen.

 Ella was still snacking on her food when her long ears detected foot steps from far away "Uh-oh!I hear footsteps from the hallway, someone's coming Fargus" Ella said as she tried to hid the food then tried to hide herself. 

Fargus spilled milk, he was drinking "Footsteps? Prof is up too early. I'd better turn off the light!" He ran to switch and switched lights off. However it was already too late - William saw the light from kitchen and went there. 

He entered the room and his hand instinctively trued to reach the switch when he heared very familiar voice "Don't turn on the lights, prof. It is unnecesary." Professor gasped. "Vladimir?! But... You disappeared more than half a year ago?! Is it you???"

 "Yes, prof, it is me... Sorta. I hope your nerves are still like steel wires?" Ella's snicker was heared

 "Then you can turn the lights, but I warn you - the view won't be... normal..." 

William grinned "Thanks for permission, Vladimir." he flipped the switch and saw them. In next moment he felt on the floor unconscious. Vladimir turned to Ella

 "I will carry him to the bed. Take some water and follow me..." 

Ella blinked at the unconcious human"You wern't kidding when you said that humans would be surprised when they saw us" Ella said as got a glass of water and a wet washcloth and followed Fargus to his friend's bedroom 

"I hope your friend will be okay"Ella whispered to keep her voice down and placed the wet washcloth on his forehead,then she stood back "That should help him come to" Ella whispered as she watched the professor as he finally came to... 

-= Few minutes later =-

 William groaned, waking up. He touched his head and felt a wet washcloth and that he was lying on bed 

"What's going on? I am in hospital? Or I just gone crazy and is in psychiatric clinic? That hedgehog was just a dream, yes?" He heared a cough and voice spoke "

Believe it or not, professor, but this wasn't dream. Not even a nightmare. I wish it was so, but... Open your eyes finally!" William opened his eyes. "AAAAAAH! Not again!" he yelled and jumped on his feet.

 Hedgehog raised his hands and spoke in Vladimir's voice "Prof, stand still! It is me, Vladimir. And not I am guilty that I look in such a way."

 William laughed "You're Vladimir? OK, and WHO IS THAT semi-robotic rabbit, or whatever she is?" he asked, pointing at Ella. 

Ella sighed and stood up"My name's Elora Kiri Rabbit,but my friends call me Ella" Ella said and looked down in embarrassment,no one's ever heard her real first name before. "Don't be scared of me just because of my metal limb, I've seen and been through more horrible situations than this.." Ella said as she looked at her left arm.

William frowned. "If you claim that you're Vladimir, prove it. Where I work and what music do I like most?"

 Hedgehog smiled "Simple questions. You work at NASA, if you're not yet kicked off from there. And you favorite music collective is 'Beatles'. Am I right? You believe now that I am Vladimir that you knew?" Professor gasped.

 This creature knew answers... The only likely conclusion was that it was telling truth. "OK, I trust you. But tell me please... What happened to you half a year ago and why are you are looking so... interesting?" He sat on a chair ready to listen. Fargus crossed his hands and started his story

 "Half a year ago, I was just sitting in our family house and playing a computer game. I was ready to go to sleep, when I saw a strange yellow light outside. I walked outside and saw a... Hole in the air, that sucked me inside. All went black. Almost a day or so, I was without consciousness, but when I woke up, I found out that I was in a village, named Knothole, on planet Mobius. And what was the most surprising is that I became hedgehog. I wa more than surprised, I was shocked. And all people around me were animals, like me or Ella. I firstly didn't trusted them and ran to the city, ruled by worst dictator of all times, worse than even Hussein." he smiled "He tricked me to help him, but when I tricked all resistance forces, named Freedom Fighters to a trap, I knew that they were telling truth. I relesed them and they allowed me to fight with them. I went on few missions and felt in love with Ella. On the latest sabotage mission we found the same-looking portal that sucked us inside too. When we woke up we found ourselves on outskirts of Houston. But we didn't changed to human form. All we ask you for, professor, fins a way to return us to our planet."

 William listened to all this. "Vladimir, your planet is Earth!". Fargus shook his head

 "Not anymore, prof. This is not my place, my world is Mobius. Will you help us?" 

"Please help us professor,I'm not use to being in a place with many humans and all of our friends will start to miss us,we can't leave them in their time of need which is now, please help us" Ella pleaded to the professor sincerely 

"I will try, but this will be hard to carry you inside my lab to do something." Professor smiled "I believe you. I will help you..." 

-= Late Morning, project 'Transwarp' laboratory =-

 ... "This is my humble lab..." said William. 'Humble' wasn't the right word for this lab. It was huge, but no people was inside. Only one huge 'thing' that reminded Fargus a huge laser gun, pointed in the apparently-able-to-be-opened ceiling. 

Ella gasped as they entered the huge laboratory,she hadn't seen anything like this in her life, even Robotnik didn't have this type of technology 

"Wow! This place is so huge!" Ella said as she looked around the lab, she soon saw laser gun aimed at the ceiling "Professor,what is that large laser used for?" Ella asked,she walked closer to it then back away Almost proudly.

William answered "Well, it is top secret military project that I supervise. It is called 'Transwarp'. Umm... Ella, you wasn't right saying that it is laser. This gun is made on completely another principle, which allows to break not only sonic speed, but also light speed many times. If I manage to find the coordinates of your..." he took a pause "homeworld, you will be there in less than three seconds. This prototype is almost completed, so you will be able to be first test subjects." 

Fargus stepped to professor "Umm, prof, I suggest you don't use a words 'test subjects'. We are animals, but we are NOT your test subjects." 

"Okay, okay, Vladimir, don't be so irritated. I didn't wanted to insult you." Wlliam smiled "All what I need now is coordinates of your system and your DNA samples..."

 Ella nodded "Okay,but what's our chance of us surviving this, professor?" Ella asked William grinned sadly "Well, it is only a prototype, so success chance is 50-50. I am sorry, but it is the only way I can know to return you to your planet, Vladimir." 

"Let's do it to it, as Sonic used to say. Prof, we're at your disposal... Do whatever you find necesary." said Fargus. 

-= Knothole, Mobius =-

 ..."Sal, you're sure they hadn't returned?" Sally nodded sadly "Both Fargus and Ella hadn't returned before explosion occured. But what is strange, Uncle Chuck reports that no bodies were recovered from rubble. Only remainings of SWATbots. So only Ancients know what happened to them... I hope that more info will come from Chuck..."

-= Project 'Transwarp' laboratory, Houston, Earth =-

 ... William exited the small room, carrying two microchips. Fargus jumped on his feet from the chair "Well, how it is going, prof? I hope everything's OK?" William smiled and showed chips to Ella and Fargus

 "Yes, it is all completely acceptable. I analized your DNA and recorded it on these microchips. It is needed to let 'Transwarp' machine dissolve you into molecules and restructure you back upon arrival." 

Ella smiled"Cool,professor now it's up to you to do the rest"Ella said as she smiled a bit "I have total confidence in you that you will seceed"Ella said as she looked at Fargus then at the Professor .

Professor smiled :The machine is ready whenever YOU are ready, my friends." Fargus' face suddenly turned sad.

 "Ella, professor, please leave me alone for a few minutes. I want to do something and I prefer to do this all alone. Please, I hope you understand. William smiled and said "Okay, Vladimir. Whatever you say..." and exited the lab.

 Ella looked back at the professor and wanted to say something,but when she saw how sad Fargus was she walked out of the lab to give him some time to himself As Ella exited the lab, Fargus sat on the chair and started crying, thinking

 ~God, why you placed this torment on me? Why should I choose a world?.. I surely love Earth... I love my relatives, my friends. But I also love Ella and others... I love Mobius not a bit less than Earth! Even more maybe... Why should I choose!? I wish I'd never get born at all! Why???~ 

Ella heard crying and looked inside to see Fargus crying to himself 

"He's crying to himself,but why?"Ella whispered to herself then she looked back at the professor .

William sighed and replied "He is divided between two worlds... His problem is that he never became completely Mobian, inside he is still a Human. Now he must choose his destiny. Which world he belongs to?.. Such a torment... Try to cheer him up. What he needs now is a friendly hand..." 

Ella smiled and nodded as she silently entered the lab,when she got closer to him she placed her metal hand on his sholder and sat next to him "Fargus..you're upset about something,what is it?" Ella asked, looking concern about him.

Blue hedgehog feeled a cooling touch of metal arm. He sighed and turned to Ella. 

"I am torn apart. I couldn't ever imgine that I will have to make such choices... But I came to my choice, Ella. And it is final. I am staying with you and with Mobius. Because I love you, Ella. You know it..." 

Ella smiled "If this is what you want then I'm happy, but I'm always with you in everything you do. I love you too" Ella said as she wiped his tears away with her right hand and hugged him as she kissed him softly.

 He hugged her. "Okay, let's call professor and get out of here. PROOOF!" he yelled. William entered the room, smiling. 

"Well, everyone's ready, no? I see that ready, so let the good old professor William Friedman take care of you two. Step on a pads... Yes, those on which you're looking. Then I pull the lever and bye-bye!".

 Fargus smiled, shook William's hand firmly and walked to the pad. He looked at the sun through the window.... Apparently for the last time. He sighed.

 Ella walked up to the pad,she turned and smiled at the professor as she stood on her pad "Thank you for helping us get home"Ella said as she smiled.

 "Do it, doc. And thanks for all. Thanks for that you trusted us. Now, let this machine do the job, 'cause I am too tired of this world..." His words were interrupted as William pulled the lever. 

The storm of red sparks engulfed both Fargus and Ella. The last thing blue hedgehog managed to think was

~Strange, I thought it will be painful...~ 

Then, as on evil irony of fortune, pain consumed his brains and all went black.

 -= Knothole, Mobius, Council room =-

 ... "Still no results in searcings of Fargus and Ella?" asked Sally. 

For the whole day they rallied through the forest in hope that those two friends they mentioned were still alive, escaped the city and were somewhere out of the city.

 By the end of day all the hope died. Sonic and others returned from searchings with negative result. 

"Yep, Sal. They disappeared and apparently even Ro-butt-nik doesn't know anything about them..." Sonic didn't finished the sentence as strange loud humming sound filled the room. Then something kicked him off his feet and he found himself pinned to the floor by two bodies. 

Sally gasped seeing that one of them belonged to... "ELLA?!" and another one to "FARGUS?!" She got no response from them as they were completely unconscious. The only response she got was Sonic's "Sal, take them away from me! I don't like being pinned to the floor! And Ella's metal limb knocking my head!".. 

-= Next day, Ella's room =- 

"Ouch,what happened?" Ella managed to say when she awoke in her hut,she had a tremendous headache from the landing,she looked around her hut and saw Sally sitting in a chair next to her bed 

"Hey,Sally what are you doing here?"Ella asked,she saw Fargus nearby and went to him "You okay?" she asked,she took a second look around her hut before she truly realised where they were 

"I can't believe we're finally back home?" Ella said as she looked back at Fargus.

 Sally gave Ella puzzled look and asked "Ella, yes, you're back home, but tell me what happened to you two. We lost all the hope to find you. Where on Mobius you were that even Sonic didn't managed to find you two?" 

Ella smirked a bit"Fargus will explain everything once he wakes up,princess"Ella said,she was unable to explain what had happened to the two.

 Princess sighed "Well, I guess it is really intriguing story behind this all. I simply cannot wait to listen it all. At least you seem to be OK in all cases, but..." She took a pause, choosing right words "When we carried you and Fargus here, he was speaking strange words, like delirious, so I was quite worried..." 

Ella looked somewhat embarassed about the whole experience~This will be very hard for Sally and the others to explain and understand~Ella thought but her thought was interuppted by Fargus's groan,she went to his bedside and smiled as he woke up.

 He almost forgot that headache that he experienced after his first trip to Mobius... Well, now he re-experienced it. "Whoa... Somebody, care to tell me if I am still in one piece?" He smiled weakly "We've made it, right, Ella?"

 Ella nodded"Yeah,we made it back home in one piece,Fargus"Ella said,smiling back at Fargus

-= Later that day, Council room =-

 Having recovered from that terrible headache that tormented them for a whole morning, Fargus and Ella finally told Sonic and Sally what happened to them. Fargus spoke 

"If you remember we were with you on that mission to blow up the lab in Robotropolis. There we were sucked be the strange looking hole in air. To my terror, when we woke up, I recognized the place that we were at. We were... On Earth. But what was worse, we were still hedgehog and rabbit, we hadn't turned into humans. If humans could see us, it will be a problem from capital 'P'. We secretly made our way to the home of my friend, professor Friedman and he returned us on Mobius. But first of all we had to calm him down. After he saw us..." Fargus smiled, remembering William's reaction 

"We had to return conciousness to him. William trusted us and... We're back here."

 Sally shook her head "Unbelievable. If somebody else told me such a story I wouldn't believe..." 

Sonic patted Fargus on the shoulder, smiling "Bro, you've really interesting. You could have stayed in your world, but you returned here. Why?"

 "My place is here. With Ella, you, princess and other Freedom Fighters. You're my friends and it isn't in my style to leave friends..." 

TBC... 

